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exchange of short-term visitors as 
well as teachers and scholars, has 
involved more than 100 countries, 22 
of which have entered into cost- 
sharing agreements with the United 
States. The contribution of these 22 
countries amounted to $3.4 million 

in fiscal 1974. The program has also 
stimulated private and indirect 
contributions to our exchange pro- 
grams which are literally 
immeasurable. 

Throughout the years Senator 
Fulbright has remained a steadfast 
advocate of international exchange, 
his initial impressions of its impor- 
tance to our foreign policy unshaken. 
Thus he was prompted to say, on 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
signing of the Act which is known 
by his name: 


I remain convinced that educational 
and cultural exchange offers one of 

the best means available for improving 
international understanding. Certainly 
in relation to cost nothing can compare 
to it. The total amount expended on 
the program by the U.S. over twenty- 
five years is about $740 million, or 

the equivalent of about one percent 

of this year’s military budget. 


As Senator Fulbright prepared to 
leave the Senate, he remarked that he 
considered the 1946 Act his most 
significant contribution to American 
policy. He revealed why he thought 
so in remarks to the Senate on 
December 19, 1974. In referring to 
the 150,000 alumni of exchange 
programs, a group that includes more 
than 20 chiefs of state, more than 
250 cabinet ministers, and literally 
tens-of-thousands of legislators, 
educators, journalists, and others in 
influential positions, he said: 


I think of these alumni scattered 
throughout the world, acting as 
knowledgeable interpreters of their 
own and other societies; as persons 
equipped and willing to deal with 
conflict or conflict-producing situations 
on the basis of an informed deter- 
mination to solve them peacefully; 
and as opinion leaders communicating 
their appreciation of the societies 


which they visited to others in their 
own society. ... 

If and as these efforts succeed in 
establishing an international base of 
mutually comprehending leadership 
groups capable of facilitating inter- 
national cooperation, then we can 
hope to supplant the traditional meth- 
ods of solving differences of opinion 
according to the standards of feuding 
and dueling. Therein lies my principal 
long-term hope for the human race. 


It is, of course, this effect of the 
program’s alumni that will be the 
greatest tribute to the vision of 
Senator Fulbright—and undoubtedly 
the one he will most prize. The 





Advisory Commission on Inter- 
national Educational and Cultural 
Affairs at this time again publicly 
acknowledges the predominant role 
played by Senator Fulbright in the 
development of international ex- 
change and congratulates him on 

it. It does so here, with respect and 
admiration, subscribing whole- 
heartedly to the view of Secretary 
of State Kissinger that “Bill Ful- 
bright conceived a program brilliant 
in its simplicity and essential for 
our future. . . . It helps us to master 
the growing interdependence of the 
world.” 
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